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FOR THE 


OBSERVATION 
OF THE 


Lon o' Day, Oe. 


E will UL in with the Firſt 
7 77 Eſtablithment of - the Sabbath ; 
and we muſt fix it at the Cree 
ion of the World. And God 
4 Ages, the Seventh Day, and 
i = /a nitified it; becauſe that in it 
RL He bad reſted from all bis . ork, 
which God 9 and made. Gen. ii. Io 
God bleſſed. and ſauctified the Sevent Day, 
i. e. He granted it thi ſacred Prerogative of 


A 


being free from bodily rs, to be employ d 
* Men, in * ok Piety—in the . 
| 0 


* 


125 . 
liek; and expteſs Service of G50 4 and 
him Thanks for his fore-created b Jeiſzugs. 

The Lord Jenovan, Creator of Fieave 
and Earth, ordain'd to his People this Obſer- 
vation of the Sabbath-Day, for a Sign an 
Cognizance, that He ould be their God, and 
no other. For by ſanctifying the Seventh 
Day, after they had labour d Six, they pro- 
feſs d themſelves Vaſſals, and Worſhippers of 
That only God, who created the Heaven and 
the Earth; and, having ſpent Six Pays in that 
great Work, reſted the Seventh Day, and 
therefore commanded them to obſerve this 

ſuitable 1+ wp ar gp of their Time, as a Baage 
and Livery, that their religions eric Was 
appropriate to Him alone. 

This was the Command given by God to 
Mankind, from the Beginning of the World, 
And it is not to be doubted; but that ar- 
cordin ly, ſuch a Sabbath did continue to be 
obſery' , jo Tong as any Senſe of true Re- 
ligion remain'd upon the Earth. But ag Men 
liv'd farther off from the C edtion, and Wikked- 
neſs prevail'd over the Face of the Füfth, and 
the true Worſhip of God was 1 dd by 

almoſt an univerſal 15 -was- the 

Solemn Day of his Wo: * lecte likewiſe. 
Sof thierefote wis W to 


N this 
Command to the Ifraelites, prefent! — Op 
their paſſing thro the Red Sex; when 

| $4 24 to chern. For then 


gan to give che p 
he commarided4 1 
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Fer D 4 — it eher Morn- 


(3). 
ix Days; but on the Sixth Day to 
ig or 4 Gnu for the next Day, 


becauſe, that thereon they ſhould Lecp the 
Sabbath to 2 aa and 0. Manna ſhould 
tall, or be H d upon it.— 

This. is That, 1 5 the Lord hath ſaid.— 


, 1s the R et o 2 the Holy Sabbath 
unto the Lord hich very Words ſeem 
to ſhew, that there had. been gab Obſerva- 
tion of a Sabbath heretofore, and was not 
wholly anew Thing; for if it had, they could 
not have wnder/fiood Moſes, nor known what 
he meant. — The Memory of the Creation, 
and the Worſhip of God were prelerv'd in 
ſome Meafure in the Minds of Mankind, by 
the Seventh Day's being appointed to be kept 
Holy. And therefore, themore Pious any Peo- 
ple were, the greater Reſpect they had to this 
Day. But when the World grew very wicked 
before the Flood, as they little thought af 
God, fo, it is likely, they neglected all Diſtinc- 
tion between this Day and others : And the 
Diſperſion of People after the Flogd, very 
much blotted it out of their Minds, as it did 
many gther, good Things : And by their cruel 
Servitude in Egy It "MW Obſervation of the 
1 Day was farabolidh'd, that *.. very 


out of this Slavery, rows (as bas. bean: ſaid) 

bis Command for the Obſervation of the 

Sabbath with the Addition of another 
B2 Ground 


(4) 


Ground for it—their Deliverance” from the 
Egyptian Bondage. 

And both theſe Reaſons are given by Moſes, 
for God's commanding it to be obſerv'd; 
Exod. xx. 11. For in Six Days the Lord 
made Heaven and Earth, the Sea, and all that 
in them is, and reſted the Seventh Day; where- 
fore the Lord bleſſed the Sabbath Day, and hal- 
lowed it. And Deut. v. 15. Remember, that 
thou was't a Servant in the Land off Egypt, and 
that the Lord thy God brought thee” out thence, . 
thro a mighty Hand, and by a ftretch'd out Arm; 
therefore the Lord thy God c e thee fo 
keep the Sabbath Day. 

There are two different Cauſes; Gays Mai. . 
monides, for this Precept, from two different 
Effects. For when Moſes explain'd to us the 
Cauſe of this Celebration ' in the Promulga- 
rion of the Ten Commandments, he faith, it 
was, becauſe, in Six Days the Lord made 
| Heaven and Earth. The firſt Cauſe is, the 
Glory and Magnificence of this Day, (as it is 
ſaid.) Therefore the Lord ble fea the hom 
Day, and ſantified it. 

But, that he gave this Precept of the Sab- 
bath unto Us (the Iſraelites) and commanded 
Us to obſerve it, was, — Becauſe we were Ser- 

-vants in Egypt: All which Time we could 
not ſerve according to our Will and Pleaſure, 
nor had any Reſt, or obſerv'd a Sabbath. 
And, therefore, God gave us this ſpecial Pre- 
cept of Reſting, and Ceſſation from Labour, 


to 


5 . 
to join together theſe two Reaſons, viz. The 
Belief of the Beginning of the World, which 
preſently ſuggeſts to us the Being of a God 

and then the Memory of. God's Benefits unto 
us, in giving us Reſt ſrom our intolerable 
Burden in Egypt. And by this Inſtitution 
(faith the ſame Author) God procur'd great 
Eaſe to all Sorts of Men, by freeing a ſeventh 
Part of their Lives. from weariſome Labour; 
which hath another Bleſſing in ConjunRion 
with it, that it perpetually preſerv'd and con- 
firm'd that moſt precious Hiſtory and Doc- 
trine, concerning the Creation of the World. 

8o much may ſuffice, for ſhewing the Na- 
ture of the Fir/z, and Fewiſh Sabbath. — The 
next Step is to ſatisfy the Reader, how rr the 
Command obliges a Chriſtian. 

And the Chriſtian, as well as the Few, after 
fox Days ſpent in his own Works, is to ſanctify 
the Seventh, that he may profeſs - himſelf 
thereby a Servant of God, the Creator of 
Heaven and Earth, as well as the Few ; tho 
they differ in the Deſgnation of the Day. 
For the Chriſtian chuſes the firff Day of the 
Week, and calls it the Lord's Day, that he 
may profeſs himſelf alſo a Servant of that 
| God, who on the Morning of that Day 
vanquiſh'd Satan, the ſpiritual Pharaoh, and 
redeem'd us from + ſpiritual Thraldom, by 
raiſing Feſus Chriſt our Lord from the dead; 
begetting us, inſtead of an earthly Canaan, 
to an Inheritance incorruptiblè in the Heavens. 

In 


(#3. - 

. ſhort, the Cbriſtian by he Day He hal- 
lows, profeſſes himſelf a Cbriſtian; that is 
as St. Paul ſpeaks Jo belieue in Him that 
raiſad up Feſus from the dead; ſo that the eu- 
and Cbriſtian, tho they fall not on the ſame 
Day, yet make their Deſgnation of their 
Day on the ile Ground—The. Fes, their 
Memorial-Day of their Deliverance from their 
temporal Egypt —ihe Chriſtians, their Me- 
motial-Day of their [Deliverance from the 


ſpiritual Egypt, and fprritual Phargoh, For, 


the Deliverance of Hrael out of Egypt by the 
Miniſtry of Moſes, was intended for 8 Fype 
and Ple dge of the fpiritual - Deliverance, 
which was to come by Chriſt — their Canaan 
alſo, to which they march'd, being a Type 
of the Heavenly Inheritance, which the Re- 
weg by Chriſt do look for. 

Well might That Day, which carried with 


it a ——— of that great Deliverance 
from the Egyptian Servitude, reſign all the 


Sanctity or 5 due to it, when Thet 
Morning, Tat Day once appear d, upon which 
a far greater Redemption was confirm d. 

' And. this Day, he Apoſtles from the Begin- 
ning, did moſt.celigioufly obſerve,by their meet- 
ing together for holy Purpoſes, and to perform 
religious Duties. This we may obſerve all 
along in the Sacred Story. ; 

And thus the Obſervation of that Day, 


Which the Jews did ſanctify ceaſed, and was 


bucied with our Savicur b and in the * 
O 


\ 


C38 
of it; the religious Obſervatidn of that Day, 
o which the Son of God roſe from the Dead, 
by a conſtant Practice of the bleſſod Apoſtles; 
was ttanſmitted to the Church of God, and 
{> continued in all Ages. | 
This Day is ſometimes lb Sutillay," be⸗ 
cauſo lt hap on tllat Day of the Weeks; 
which by the Heathens was dedicated to the 
Sun; and, therefore, as being beſt known tb 
clicks, the Fathers commonly made Vſe of it in 
their Apologies: tb the —— ie 
This Title continued after the World be 
came Chriſtian; and ſeldom it is, that it 
paſſeth under any other Name, in the Imperial 
Edicts of the fiſt Chriſtian Emperors: | 
But, the moſt proper and prevailing Name 
was} the Lord's Day, as tis callid by Stu 7] 
himſelf, äs being that Day of the Wetk,. 
whereon our Lord made his nen oc 
| turn from the Dea. 1 ban 
It was the principal and molt noted among 
me facred and eccleſiaſtical Feſtivals, and ob- 
ferv'd with great Veneration in the ancient 
Clutch, from the yer Pits 0 An enn 
as: ſaid before. 
After chem d their" Exainple, che print | 
tive Chriſtiuns conſtatitly obſerv d it; — 
together for Prayer, expdunding; and hearing 
the Scriptures, Celebrations of the Sacraments, 
and other publiek Duties of Religion. Pliny, who 
was a Heathen Magiſtrate in the Reign of Tra- 
= not long after St. Fohn's Daa, — the Ac. 
. count 


| (8) 
count of the Chriſtian” Aſſemblies, an the 
Mouths of ſme apoſtatizingChriſtians;andthey 
told him, their Cuſtom was to meet togethercarly 
in the Morning before it was light, an a certain 
fix'd Day, to fing their Morning Hymms 10 
Chriſti, They aid, not think it enough to read, 
pray, and praiſe God at Home, but made 
Conſcience of appearing in the!publiok Afem- 
Blies from which nothing but Sickneſs, and 
abſolute Neceſſity did detain them. And if 
Sick or in Priſon, or under Baniſhment, no- 
thing troubled them more than that they could 
not come to Church, and join their Devotions 
to the Common Services. If Perſecution, at 
any Time, fore d them to keep a little cloſe; 
yet no ſooner was there the leaſt —— 
but they preſently return d to their open Duty, 
and publickly met all together. No 9. trivial 
Pretences, no light. Excuſes: were then ad- 
mitted for any one's Abſence from the Con- 
gregation ; but according to the Merits of the 
Cauſe, ſevere Cenſutes were paſa d upon 
them. The Synod of Eliberis provided, that 
if any Man, dwelling in a City, ſhould for 
three Lord's Days abſent himſelf from the 
Church, he ſhould for ſome Time be ſuſpend- 
ed the Communion, that he might appear to 
de corrected for his Fault. They allow d no 
ſeparate Aſſemblies, no eee but 
what met in the public Church. | 
lf any Man took upon him to make. a 
Breach, and to draw People into Corners, he 
4-9 chum _ | Was 


„ 
was preſently condemn'd, and a ſuitable 
Penalty put upon him. EOS 


When Eu/tathius Biſhop of Sebaſtia (a Man 
pretending to great Strictneſs, and Auſterity 
of Life) began to caſt off the Diſcipline of 
the Church, and to introduce many odd Ob- 
ervations of his o.]n; and among others to 
keep Meetings in private Houſes, drawing a- 
way many, but eſpecially Women (as the 
Hiſtorian obſerves) who, leaving their. Huſ- 
bands, were led away with Error, and from 

that into great Filthineſs and Impurity. 
No ſooner did the Biſhop of thoſe Parts diſ- 
cover. it, but meeting in Council at Gangra, 
about the Year 340, they condemn'd and 
caſt them out of the Church, paſſing theſe 
two Canons among the reſt.— F any one 
ſhall teach. that the Houſe of Gad is to be. deſ- 

piſed, and the Aſſemblies that are held in it, 
er 3, od 
any ane ſhall take upon him out of the. 
Church, privately to preach at Home, and ma- 
king light. of the Church, ſpall do thoſe Things 
that belong only to the Church, without the Pre- 
fence of the Prieſt; and the Leave and Allow-, 
ance of, the Biſhop, let him be accurſed. 
Such, was the Care of the Church in ma- 
king: many good Laws of Diſcipline, for the þ 
Cenſure and Puniſhment of he, who in any | 
conſiderable Degree violated the juſt Obſerva- 
tion of the Lord's Dax. 
n 4 N And. 


al 
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And happy would it be for the Church, 

if Men would never deny themſelves the Bene- 
fit of her Communion in religious Aſſemblies, 
but upon ſuch Reaſons of Neceflity, as carry 

at firſt Sight, in their very Nature, their own 
Apology ; a great Difference being to be made 
between Neceſſity and Contempt. 
The holy and religious Duty of Service to- 


— *s 


wards God, concerneth us one Way as we 


are Men, and another Way, in that we are 
joined as Parts to that viſible, Myftical/Bady, 
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which is his Church. I Oe 
As Men we are atour own Choice, both for 
Ul | Time and Place, according to the Exigence of 
Wl our own. Occaſions in private. But the Ser- 
W vice which we do, 3. Members of 'a Public 
bi Body, is Public; and for that Reaſon muſt 
i" needs be accounted by ſo much worthier, as a 
in | whole Society of ſuch Condition, exceedeth the 
1 Worth of any one. In Conſideration of which 
11 there arc moſt ſpecial Promiſes made unto 
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il Chriſtian Aſſemblies, St. Paul, tho' as like- 
1 ly to prevail with God as much as any one, 
[i did notwithſtanding, think it much more 
1 both for God's Glory and his own Good, if 
iþ Prayers might be made, and Thanks yielded 
1H in his Behalf, by a Number of Men. The 
; | Prince and People of Nineveh, afſemblin 

1 themſelves as a main Army of Supplicants, 

11 God ſau their Works, and repented of the Evil 
— that he ſaid, he would do unto them. Tertullian s 
"n Sentiments of the Force of Public Prayer in 


1 | the 
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the Charch of God, ate worthy our particular 
Notice. Me come by Troops to 5% Place of 
Aſſembly (fays he) that Fa. banded together, 
we may be Supplicants enough to beſiege 15 it 


were) God with our Prayers. —Theſe Forres 
are acceptable to Him. 
And when we publickly make our Prayers, 
it cannot be, but = we Þ i it with much more 
Comfort than in private; for that the Things 
we aſk publickly, are approv'd as Needful and 
Good, in the Judgment of All We bear 
them ſought for, and defir'd with Common 
Conſent. And thus, mach Help and Further- 
ance is yielded, in Caſe our Zeal and Devo- 
tion towards God, be ſlack and heavy—The 
Alacrity and Fervor of others ſerveth as a pre- 
ſent Spur. For even Prayer it/elf (Gith St. 
Bafil) when it hath not the Concert of man 
Voices to Atrengtben it, is not itſelf. Maroves 
the Good which we do by Public Prayer, 8 
more than can be done in private; for beſides, 
that the Advantage is 10 14% to ourſelves, the 
"whole Church is much benefited by our 
Example. And conſequently, tho the ſecret 
Neglect of our Duty, in this Kind, only 
— to our own Hurt; yet one Man's Con- 
mpt of the Common Prayer of tho Church 
_— - God; may be, and often 7s hurtful. to 
many. And on thisConfideration, the Prophet 


David jo oftenvoweth unto God the Sacrifice 
of: Praiſe and Thankſgiving, in the Congre- 


1 a” ex ech others to fing 
| Praiſes | 
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Praiſes unto the Lord in his Courts--in his Sane 
tuary: And ſo much complaineth of hit own 
uncomfortable Exile, in which, tho' he ſuf- 
tain'd many grievous Indignities, and endur'd 
the Want of many Pleaſures, and Honours 
enjoy'd before, yet, as if This one were his only 
Grief, and the reſt not felt, his Speeches are all 
of the Heavenly Benefit of Public Aſſemblies, 
and the Happineſs of uch as bad tree Acceſs 
thereto... 

The Lord loveth the Gates of Zion, more 
than all the Dwellings of Jacob; and yet, 
how is bis Houſe forſaken ! How many are 
there in every Pariſh, who never go into it— 
that are never ſeen in the Congregation of the 
Saints! Go round about Zion, and tell its Sac 

ſliding Children, who mind not the Things of 
God, but rather live in open Defiance of his 
Laws. 

They may not reckon it quite /h ſafe (as tis 
a Matter of preſent Concern) to do ſo by the 
Laws of their Country ; and therefore a few 
of them ſhall be exhibited to your View, wy : 
ſerious Conſideration. 

And it is enjoin'd by 1 Elia. Cap. i 
Sect. xiv. That every Perſon, oꝛ — * 
ſhall reſoꝛt to their Paꝛiſh Church oꝛ Cha⸗ 
pel upon every Sunday, and other Days 
ordain'd to be kept Þoly, and then and 
4 abide orderly and loberly, during 
Time of Common Pꝛaver, Pzeach- 
ing, and other Service of God there — 
e 


ee That everp Pecſon above. the 
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der us d, and miniſtred, upon Pain of 
Punichment by the Cenſure of the 
Church, and allo upon Pain; that every 
Perſon ſooffending Thail Forfeitfor evecn 
Fuch-Offence Twelve: pence, to be levied 
bn che Church-wardens:of the. Pariſh 
where ſuch Offence ſhall- be done, to the 
-:Yſe of the Poor of the ſame Pariſh, of 
the Goods, Lands, and Tenements, of 
| duch Offender by Wan of Diſtreſs. 

Where it is to be obſerv'd, that there are 
pk Offences mention'd in this Statute, for 
—.— the faid Mul& of one Shilling is to be 
| d for every Time they are committed. 
Fir, for: abſenting from Church. - Secondly, 
for not abiding there till Divine Service and 
;Sermon; be ended. And Thirdly, for not 
behaying themſelves orderly and berly while 
there. And alſo that over and above the ſaid 
Mul&, the Offenders are to be puniſhed by 
the Cenſures of the Church. And therefore, 
notwithſtanding - they have paid the aid 
Muldt, they muſt alſo be preſented for the 
ſame, at the next Viſitation. 

1e is alſo enacted by the 23 Eliz. Cap. i. 


Age of Sixteen Bears, which chall not 
tepair to ſome Church oz Ehapel, but 
foꝛbear the ſame; contrarn to the Tenoꝛ 
of a Statute, made in the Pirſt Year 
of her Majeltp's Keign, and being thereof 
ard convicted, ſhall _ to the 
ueen' 


( 14 
Queen's Majeſtn fo2 tbern Month. which 
he o2 Che ſhall ſo fozbear, Twenth 
dounds of lawful Enghich Monep ; and 
ehat ovez, and beſides the ſaid Fozfei- 
tures, every Perſon ſo koꝛbearing by 
Spate of Twelve Months as afv2eſatd, 
ſhall foꝛ his or her Obſtinary, afterCex: 
tifitate thereof in Writing made, into 
the Court, contmonly called, the King's 
Bench, bn the O2dinaty of the Wise 
o2 a Juſtice of Peace koꝛ the County, 
where fuch Offender ſhall dwell, or bi, 
bound with two ſufficient Sureties inthe 
Sum of Two Hundred Pounds at leaſt 
to the good Behaviour, and ſo to continue 
bound until ſuch Time, as the Perſons 
fo bound do conform themſelves, and 
come to the Church according to the 
Meaning of the ſaid Statue made in the 
faid Firlt Year of the Aten s Majeſty's 


. Reign. ä 


And to prevent the Profanation of the 
Lord's Day by the 1 Fac. Cap. xxii. N 
Cordwainer, oz Shoemaker, ſhall ſhew + 
to the Intent to put to Sale any Shoes, 
Boots, &c. upon the Sunday, unon Pain 
of fozfeiting fo2 every Pair of Shoes. 
Boots, &c. made, fold, chew'u, o2 put ty 
Sale, contrary ts the true Meaning of chis 
Ack, three Shfllfigs and konr Pence, and 
the juſt, and cult Galue of the fame. 


By 


Cer⸗ 


615 
By the 3 Cat. I. c. li. (being an Act for the 
Reformation of ſundry Abuſes committed on 


the Lord's Day, commonly called Sunday) 
it is enacted, That if any Butcher by him- 
ſelf, 02 any other fo2 him by his Patvity, 02 
Conſent, ſhall kill, oz fel} any GHavals on 
the Loid's Day, That. then every ſuch 
Butcher ſhall fozfeit, and loſe, foz every 
fuch Offence, the Qu of dr Dhillings and 


eight Pence. 
y the 29 Car. II. c. vii. (An Act for the 


better Obſervation, and keeping Holy the 
Lord's Day, commonly called Sunday) It is 
enacted, That all and every Perſon, and 
S whatever, ſhall on every Lans 
p apply themſelves to the DObſecvatton 


of the ſame, by exerciſing themſelves therc- 


on, in the Duties of Piety and true Relt- 
Alon, publickly, and privately; and that no 
Tradeſman, Artificer, Wozkman, Labout- 
er, 02 other Perſon whatſoever, ſhall da, 02 
Exerciſe any woxdlp. Buſineſs, 02 Moꝛk 
_ of their ordinary Calung upon the Loz's 
Day, oz any Part thereof : And that every 
Perſon being of the Age of fourieen Pears 
and upwards, offending in the Premiſes, 
ſhall for every ſuch Offence, koztett the 
Sum of five Shillings: And that no Per- 
ſon, 02 Perſons, whatſoever, ſhallpublickly 


ery, ew foth, oꝛ erpoſe to ſale any Mares, 
Merchandizes, Fruits, Þerbs, Hoods, oz 
Chattles whatſoever, - upon the. "Day, 


flame Goods, \o cried, 92. fſhewed kozth, 02 


RR! 
Day, 92 any Part thereof, upon Pain, that 
every Perſon ſo-offendivg,. ſhall fozfeit the 


expoſed to ſale.” And it; is) further, enacted, 
That no Dꝛover, Horfe-courſer, '(Uaggo 
ner, Butcher, Pighler, their, 02 any ot 


their Servants, ſhall travel, oꝛ come inte 
his, oz their Inn, 02 Lodging upon the 


Lo2d's Day, oz any Part thereof; upon 


Pain, that each, and every ſuch Offender 
thati fozfeit twenty Shillings fo2 every ſuch 


Dffence: And that ik any Pezſon offending 
in any of the P2emiſes, ſhall be thereof 
convicted befoze-any Juſtice: of Peace of the 
County, 92 the chtef Officer, oꝛ Dfficers, 02 


an Juſtice of Peace, oz within any. City; 


B92ough, o: Town Cozpozate, where the 
ſat Offence thall be committed, upon his oz 
their Uiew, -02 Confeſſion of the Party, oz 
Pooof of anp one, oz moze..CUltneſſes; by 
Dath (which the_ſaid Juſtices, chief Offi 
cer, oꝛ Officers, are by this Act authorized 

tu adminiſtec) the laid Fuſtice, oꝛ chief Ot 
ficer, or Officers, ſhall give Marrant under 
his or tbeir wand and Seal to the Conſta- 
bles, or Church wardens ol the Pariſh,” or 
Pariſhes, where ſuch Offence ſhall be com- 
mitted, tu ſeize the ſaid Soods cried, : or 
ſhewed forth, oz put to ſale, ag aforeſaiy; 
and to fell the lame and to levy the laid 


other Forfeitures, or Penalties by Map of 


Diſtreſs, and Sale of the Hoods of euerp 
0 0 


(7) 
ſuch Dffender deſtrained, rendring to the 
ſold Dffenders the Dverplus of the Money 
raiſed thereby; and in Default of ſuch Dil⸗ 
treſs, or in Caſe of Jnſufficiency, or Jna- 
 bilfty of the ſaid Oflender to pay the ſai 
Foxfeitures, 02 Penalties, That then the 
Party Offending be ſet publickly in the 
Stocks by the Space of two Hours. | 

And becauſe many, inſtead of employing 
the Lord's Day in the Duties, for which it is 
ſet apart, are apt to miſpend it in Idleneſs, 
and Looſeneſs, at Alehouſes, Taverns, and 
other public Places of Debauchety.— For 
the preventing hereof, the Churchwardens 
ought frequently, on the Lord's Day, to 
viſit fuch Houſes, both in Time of divine 
Service, and alſo out of it. And if they find 
any tipliog in the ſaid Houſe, they are to 
make them pay three Shillings and four Pence 
for the ſame; and the Owner of the Houſe 
ten Shillings for entertaining them; and alſo 
five Shillings more for uſing his trade on the 
Lord's Day; and if it be in Time of divine 
Service, they may make every one of them 
pay alſo one Shilling for being abſent from 
Church, Jac, I, c. ix. 4 Jac. I, c. v. 1 Car. I. 
1 
Theſe are the 1 of the 2 ; and we 
are. commanded 7o ſubmit ourſelves to every 
Ordinance of Man for the Lord's Sake. And 
wilt thou-not be afraid of the Power ? Do that 
_ which is good, and thou * bave Praiſe of the 


ame 


und preaching of the Mord ok Sod is uſed. 


| (18) 
fame. For be is a Miniſter of God to thee for 
good. But if thou do that which is Evi], be 
afraid; for be beareth not the Sword in vain ; 
for be is the Miniſter of God—— A Revenger 
ro execute Wrath upon him that dieth Evil. 

If thon loveſt thy Country, and the Chriſ- 
Tian Religion, remember the Sabbath-day to keep 
it holy. 1. e. Be always mindful of this Day, 
to make a Difference between it, and all other 
Days; aud fail not to perform the Duties of 
it (Thou, and thy Houſbold) in the Houſe of 
God. | 

We have the Teſtimony of the higheſt Au- 
thority (exprefſed in the Act of Uniformity, 
14 Car. II. c. iv.) That the Service of the 
Church, &c. is very comfoztable to all good 
People 'defirous to live in Chriſtian Con- 
verſation, and moſt p2ofitable to the State 
of this Realm, Upon which the Mercy, 
Favour, and Blefſing of Almighty God, ts 
in no wile fo readily, and plentifully poured, 
as by Common Prayers, due uſing of the 
Sacraments, and often Preachtng of the 
Golpe', with the Devotion of the Hearers. 
And yet, notwithſtanding this, a great 
Number of People in divers Parts of this 
Realm, following their own Senluality, and 

bing without Rnowledge, and due Fear of 
God, do wilkully abſtain, and refuſetocome 
to their Pariſh Churches, where Common 
Prayer, Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 


As 
4 


(19) 

As the Inſtitution of the Lord's Day then 
appears to be of infinite Importance 10 the 
State, and to the Welfare of the World in 
general, it is Matter of the utmoſt Aſto- 
niſhment, that it ſhould be fo openly, and 
ſo ſcandalouſly profaned, as it is That fo 
many People ſhould deſpiſe the Houſe of Gad. 

But, they will not hear Inſtruction, and be 
Wi They will only be wiſe in their own 
Conceits, IS 2 

They might conſider, that our Way to 
Heaven does not lie ſo very ready, and plain, 
that we cannot miſs it; and it may be dange- 
rous to truſt oo much to our own Judgment. 
That our ſureſt Courſe therefore, would 
be to obſerve the Footſteps of our Forefathers 
———to aſk for the gaod. old Way, and to 
walk therein, for fear of being led aſide into 
untrodden Paths, or carried headlong in the 
broad Highway of Profaneneſs, with the mit- 
taking Multitude. 

They might alſo confide in the Opinion of 

a worthy Caſuiſt ——That by the going but in 
the Way that /o many good Men have done, 
we may hope ſooner to meet Chriſt, than in 
any By-way of our cun Invention. 

Return, return then, O ye that wander out 
of the Way of Underſtanding, and go into the 
Gates of Zion, chuſing (with David) to be 
rather Deoor- keepers in the Houſe of God, than 
to dwell (a Moment longer) in the Tents of 
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And let all the Tribes of Thart 8 it 


| their. Duty to go up alſo to Zion (clip cially "th 


this Time) to teſtify unto Trae), their hear- 
ty Good-will and Affection for Feruſalem ; 
and with united Intercefſions---with one Mind, 
"ad one Mouth, ardently pray at the Throne 
of God, That Peace, and Happineſs, Truth, 
and Juſtice, Religion, and Piety, - may: be 
eſtabliſhed within her * for all One 


tions, 8 No Gabe 
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